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be done j and that it now only remains to work efficiently
the institutions which exist* A minority, and that an
influential one, think otherwise: axid there are few dungs,
if any, in the Wales of to-day, which fall more frequently
(with what justice, who can say J) under the lash of the
Welsh Nationalists than the country's educational system.
As an episode in Lloyd George's political career, the
Education Bill controversy is of first-rate importance*
Again he had given evidence of his passionate love for
Wales, and of his determination that now one of her sons
had come to wield formidable power in the highest councils
of the kingdom, she should not suffer wrong* With less
and less frequency did he, as the years went by, speak of
Welsh problems as such; for his interests were continually
broadening. But it was only necessary for some slight
to be put upon his native land, or for some legislative in-
justice to be done to her, and his sword would leap instantly
out of its scabbard to do battle on her behalf* As he him-
self confessed, when some twelve yeais later he was ad-
dressing a vast concourse of his constituents in Caernarvon
Pavilion on the subject of Disestablishment: "People
complain that my speeches are violent and bitter* But I
love Wales,* and when she is insulted, I simply cannot
help hitting back/' Some there were who thought that
his leading of his countrymen into opposition to the law
was unjustifiable, especially as he was now admitted on
evety band to be fit for Cabinet rank*, It must be remem*
bered, however, that he always counselled the most scroptf-
lous adherence to the letter of the Act: the evasion, co&sist$4
in detecting and making use of all the loopholes! *ribicfe$t
contained* The leaders of his own party, at
found nothing reprehensible in hist coracfoct*,
Bannerman was loud and emphatic m
magnificent," he declared, " is -the